Care and Feeding of Sparky

Food

· Once per evening – one 13 oz can of  food, preferably low fat, mixed with 3 cups of dry food (preferably lamb and rice).  Add one tablespoon of arthritis medicine.

· Human food can easily cause diarrhea.  Small amounts of cooked meat and BEEF bones are OK if you want to take a chance (risk is minimized when it’s mixed with his regular food).  Chicken bones splinter and will likely injure his digestive system.

· Alcohol will likely cause diarrhea and possibly death.

· Water – fresh bowl always available unless leaving for more than 8 hours.  Keep him on tile floor immediately after drinking water in case some of it comes back up.

Home Alone

· Let him out for at least 10 minutes before leaving.  Force him to go and stay outside with the “outside” and “go-to-the-bathroom” commands.

· Won’t chew or scratch, normally.  Stays off furniture.  May bark and spray saliva on windows.  Some dog hair on carpets from sleeping.

Fun and Exercise

· Likes to bite sprinkler/sprayer water.

· Loves chasing the ball on land.  Water play is only permitted if you’re in the water with him.  Alligators are a threat.  He does not know the limits of his swimming ability and can easily drown.  He must always wait for a command to get in the water.

· Loves boat rides, biting the wake water.  If he falls in, guide him to the ladder/platform, reach behind his head and pull towards the boat.  He will press against your hand and try to climb.

· Loves to dive for rocks and balls.  Must be visible or felt with his feet.  IMPORTANT: clean his ears using a towel and alcohol after diving to prevent infection.

· 2 or 3 block slow walks

· Lots of petting, scratching – especially lower back, chest, stomach (will roll over), neck.  Ear rubs are also popular.

· Talk to him often – tell him he’s a good boy.

· Tug of war – rope or stick.  When using the rope, make him drop it (use the “drop it” command) and give him the very end.  If he grips the middle, the loose end of the rope becomes a dangerous whip.

· Chewing on bone or stick.  Gak: Often chokes on stick/bone particles with a loud wretching sound.  So far, this has been harmless – just watch him closely.  

· Teach children not to hold ball/stick over their head – he may jump for it and land on them.

Sleeping

· Usually sleeps nearby, but could end up anywhere.  

· Sometimes barks at imaginary things out the window with a repeated roo-roo-roo-roo bark.  Tell him “no barking” and get him away from the window.  Point to where you want him to sleep and tell him come here.

· Sometimes during he night stands by the door and lets out a single bark.  This means let-me-out-or-I-might-poop-on-the-rug.  During the day it usually means something outside is interesting.

· Will gladly sleep in your bed or on your couch if you direct him to.  Otherwise, he’ll stay off them.

· Occasionally snores

Health

· Treated for fleas – there shouldn’t be any.

· Arthritis – sometimes whimpers when he gets up in the morning.  Can’t walk/run/jump very far

· Vet is Dr. Hassell at Westlake Animal Hospital (US19 north of Klosterman) 938-1575 during normal hours (7-5:30M-F, 8-12 Sat).  After hour emergency 786-5755.

· Regurgitating occasionally happens, but it’s not significant unless there’s blood.

Vocabulary

Commands – use this format: “Sparky, command” If the command is not immediately obeyed, say “NO.  Sparky, command”.  A tap on the snout while saying NO may be needed for emphasis.

· No – should stop him from whatever he is doing.
· Come

· Sit

· Down

· Stay – only works for a short time.  When leaving, lets him know not to paw at the door and that he’s not going with you.  Move your flat palm towards his face for emphasis.

· Heel – while walking: walk by your left side.  While standing: sit by your left side.  Point your left index finger to the ground.  If he’s on a leash, jerk the leash for emphasis.

· Speak – must be excited to do this.  Watch for saliva spray.  Woof often gets the same reaction.

· Shake – shake off water.  May take several tries and only works when he’s wet.  Often confuses this with Speak.  If he barks, tell him NO, and repeat the command.  Don’t forget to thoroughly clean his ears if they get wet.

· Put-your-head-down – (said together, fast) while lying down, he will put his head down, usually in shame.

· Up-up – Climb or jump.  Often refuses due to arthritis.

· Up front (point where you want him to go) – moves him around the boat/car/house as you need.

· Back up – (pointing and flexing your index finger away from you) – get away from me

· Get it – fetch ball/stick, chase something or pull on rope.

· Guard – go chase whatever moves.  Caution: causes very aggressive behavior.  Do not use.  Never use near children or other animals.

· Drop it – release ball/stick/bone/food/rope

· Where’s-the-doggie/kitty? – Causes somewhat aggressive behavior.  Looks for other animal to chase.

· No Barking – use immediately after/during undesirable barking (such as while sleeping)

· Get-the-ball/rope/stick (also where’s your ball/rope/stick)

· Outside (point where you want him to go)

· Inside (point where you want him to go) – directs him to get in the car/house

· Go-to-the-bathroom (said fast, run together) – he really understands this, letting him know do it now ‘cause you’re going away.

· Go-to-place – lie down on your designated mat/area.  He must be told where it is first (this-is-your-place, pointing to his place).

· Bad dog – tells him he’s in trouble

· What/who is it? – similar to where’s the doggy?  Causes aggressive behavior.

· Say-hi-to-(animal) – (pointing to animal, such as Benny) prod, snuggle or lick the critter

· No-biting – if he puts his mouth on you or pulls on clothing/shoelaces.  This is an unusual behavior, but happens occasionally when he’s very excited and bored.  

· No-begging – stops him from staring at you while you eat.

Words that get positive response

· (want to go for a ) Walk? Showing him his leash will have the same effect.

· Road trip – car ride.
· You’re a good boy – use this often, even when he’s doing nothing.
Commands from Sparky to Humans

· Feed me – a single bark near his dish

· Pull on the rope NOW – approaching you with a rope in mouth.  Only give him the very end of the rope because a loose end gets whipped around and hurts!

· I’m bored, play with me  – a single bark for no apparent reason.  Sometimes accompanied by a groan.

· Let me in/out – paws once a minute at the door.  Can cause scratches on wood doors.

· I want to chase that critter/airplane outside – growls, snorts and hops while looking out the window

· I want your attention – paws or noses you

Oddities

· Sleeping on his back – quite common, often up against a wall.

· Sleeping in bathtub – also common, it cools him off when he’s hot.  Sometimes a sign of fleas or itchy back and he’s asking for a bath.

· Bark button – press on the top of his head.  He finds this annoying, so he barks.

· Licking – he will gladly give your face or other salty skin a thorough lick bath.

Training, Restrictions

· Establish authority by enforcing every command.  He will test this authority continuously – don’t give in.  Teach everyone, especially children to give and enforce commands.

· Always praise him for obeying commands.  “good boy” and back scratches will do the trick.

· Begging – staring at you while you eat is not permitted.  Give the command “no begging” and he should go away.

· Sniffing human food, trashcans – not allowed.  Give a loud NO command.

· He should absolutely never put his mouth on you, even if it’s just in play.  Correct him with a loud NO.  Licking is OK.

· Chasing ball/stick in the house – usually not allowed because his nails will scratch the wood floor.  He can be a bull in a china shop.

